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Sarah, Isaac and Rebecca, Jacob and Rachel. The pair
are then crowned with the prayer that they may receive
the crown of righteousness. The Greek custom of touch-
ing the bride's forehead with the groom's crown, and vice-
versa, is not observed. A crown is also put on the head of
the groomsman, or, if he be married, in his hand. The
bridesmaid is also crowned. In the subsequent exhortation
to the bridal prayer, the groom is urged to love his wife;
not to insult her; not to strike her nor to curse her relations.
The bride is urged not to disobey her husband unless he
command her to sin; not to tell his secrets; not to come
between him and his relations; not to answer him with
bitter words. The priest then joins their right hands and
pronounces the marriage formula in the name of the
Trinity. After various prayers and responses the priest
looses the hands of the pair and takes off the crowns, say-
ing: "Thou who didst wear the crown of thorns to take
from us the thorns of sin, remove from this pair these per-
ishable crowns, and place upon them the crown that; never
perishes.3' The ceremony closes with another exhortation
and a prayer.
At the Lebanon wedding at which I was present there
followed a "procession," in which, the bride did not join,
A small space was cleared around which the priest circled,
walking backward, thus facing the groom, who carried a
veiled crucifix, followed by the singers, each carrying the
half of a pair of cymbals which he clanged with a book.
Behind these were boys with candles. The chanting was
to a weird native tune. . Indeed, all through, the service
even the amens were rendered in a sort of cadenza style,
full of roulades and shakes and quirks. At the end the
groom kissed the crucifix and then the priest's hand.
With the Syrians (Jacobites and Syrian Catholics) the
"crowns" are not wreaths, but fillets or embroidered hand-*
kerchiefs. Taking a fillet in his hand, the priest holds it
over the head of the groom, shaking it well, to symbolize
the descent of the Holy Spirit, and uttering these words:
"From Heaven has come this crown in the* hands of our
Saviour; and the priest will place it on the head of him who

